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And then there are the tours. The number of
people who want to go on some kind of 'history
tour' of Brasília is too numerous to count. I've
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driven around the city with so many different tour
guides that I lost count. The guides all follow the
same pattern. They come to you with a glossy
brochure, and ask you to'sign it' or 'give it' to
them. If you don't, they won't be in their office
tomorrow. If you do give them the brochure, they
always want you to sign it. It's a trick the tour
operators learned in the good old days, when they
handed you a pink ticket and you had to present it
(with a smile) at the entrance of some nightclub to
get in. It's the same technique. Next thing you
know, you're standing on a gallery looking at a
3-storey plastic prison, surrounded by a bunch of
people who are all trying to sell you something. At
best, the 'tourists' are trying to bargain you down
to whatever is the lowest price that day. At worst,
they're trying to extort you for a 'good' tour in
exchange for cash. And the explanation I always
get is always the same. You need to see the inside
of the Plano Piloto, in order to see the grand view
of Brasília from the Fábrica Brasil. But of course
they never mention the Plano Piloto. They just say:
"Oh, you need to go and see it". They're very
careful not to mention the Plano Piloto because
they think that it is harmful for tourists, or
because it's boring. The Plano Piloto is the latest in
a long line of great ideas to be implemented by
this government. The first idea came with the
Plano Militar, which aimed to give life to
Brazil's'republic' motto by turning the streets of
Brasília into museums and turning everybody into
a military. Of course the Plano Militar hasn't
worked at all. And now they've decided to turn the
whole city into one gigantic museum
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