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anchor of the EU. Its economy was Europe's largest until recently but now hovers just above the euro zone's 10th biggest economy,
putting pressure on the countries around it to prop up the currency. The poll, conducted by respected ARD TV, found that Germans

were as worried as the rest of Europe, with 43 percent saying they were worried that the crisis would lead to their own country's
economic downfall. When asked if they were worried that the crisis could lead to the collapse of the euro as a single currency, 43

percent in Germany said they were worried compared with 32 percent in Italy and 20 percent in Greece. Concern about the cost of
Europe's sovereign debt, which hit a record high after the ECB last week made an emergency loan to Athens worth 1.5 billion euros,
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